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Written for teenagers but loved by adults, this is the story of Nancie Knight whose world falls apart when she
goes into service as a scullery maid. Never in her wildest dreams would she have envisaged such hard work,
slaving from dawn to dusk. The housekeeper of The Manor, Miss Higginbottom, does not allow her any slack
and the cook, Mrs Bell can never remember her name. Promises that she will soon be reunited with her mother
and baby brother amount to nothing. On her first afternoon off, she falls and hurts herself, and then is stricken
with an allergic reaction from burdock. She is accused of stealing candlesticks, and when she hears strange
noises coming from one of the attic rooms, she investigates. Disobeying an order not to go there again, she is
sacked and forced to leave. A man takes her in, offering her a job, but she runs away after he beats her up. She
is then befriended by a shepherd's wife and goes to live with her and her family. Eventually, three years later,
she returns to work at The Manor to find the girl with two heads, whom she had found in the attic, still there.
Her mother turns up but tells her she is going to America and cannot take Nancie with her. The mistress of the
house finds a solution: Nancie is to go travelling with one of the mistress's friends as her companion.
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