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In the 1992 Sight and Sound poll, critics and film-makers voted Vertigo the fourth greatest film of all time.
Released in 1958, Hitchcock's masterpiece is a pinnacle of the cinema. Yet in it Hitchcock abandoned his
trademark suspense, allowing the central mystery to be solved halfway through. What remained was a study in
sexual obsession, as James Stewart's Scottie pursues Madeleine/Judy (Kim Novak) to her death in a remote
Californian mission. Novak is ice-cool but vulnerable, Stewart - in the darkest role of his career - genial on the
surface but damaged within.
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